Saint Nicholas Family Night
By Kelly Stewart
http://kellystewart.org and
http://familymuscle.com
The purpose of tonight’s Family Time is to teach
your children the truth behind the legend of
Santa Claus and where the traditions began. By
looking at the life of St. Nicholas, you will give
them a glimpse of how the love of Jesus can be
lived out in a very practical way.
Décor:
Time: 5-10
Cost- $10
This is an easy night to use the décor you already
have in place. Use disposable paper products or
ones with Santa Claus on them. The key to
tonight’s décor is to keep it simple!
Menu:
Time: 30-60 minutes
Cost- $20
Main Menu:
Tonight’s menu is all about breakfast! The menu
will involve getting your kids involved in
creating a fun dinner that is highly interactive.
Main Dish: Prepare your favorite pancake recipe.
Using strawberries, whipped cream, bananas,
chocolate chips, and marshmallows, create a
Santa face. Allow your kids to make their own
Santa faces. You can also have fruit, bacon, eggs
or sausage to complete your meal.
Drinks: Milk in fun glasses with squiggly straws.
Dessert:
The options are endless based on how much time
you have to prepare.
Santa Hat Brownies: Prepare a batch of brownies
and cut out circles using a deep biscuit cutter.
Top each with your favorite white icing then

place a strawberry with the stem cut off, on top
to look like a hat. Then place a small amount of
icing on the tip.
You can also buy or prepare cupcakes with red
icing swirled on top. Then, simple add a
marshmallow on top.
While you are eating dinner, spend some time
discussing Santa Claus. Introduce your children
to the fact that the tradition of Santa Claus
began with one man, Saint Nicholas.
Activities:
Time: 30-45 minutes
The focus of the activities for this family night
are to tell the story of Saint Nicholas. You can
read all about Saint Nicholas here
(http://www.stnicholascenter.org). Print out the
story of his life found here
(http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/realsanta/) and read it to your family. Discuss how
Saint Nicholas saw a need that a family had and
he helped them. Discuss how he was willing to
sacrifice what God had given him to meet the
needs of those around him.
Stocking Stuffers: The purpose of this activity
is to prepare hygiene kits for the victims of
human trafficking or for a local charity you
support. As appropriate, share with your
children that you are meeting the needs of those
around you. These can be mailed to
(http://onelessministries.org) or
(http://www.thea21campaign.org)
Items Needed: Deodorant (male & female)
Soap
Shampoo & conditioner
Lotion
Toothbrush & toothpaste
Cleansing Wipes
Hair Brush
Undergarments (male and female)

Have each of your children assemble their own
care kit and then write an encouraging note to
be included.
Movie Fun:
As a family, especially with young children,
watch the movie VeggieTales: St. Nicholas: A
Story of Joyful Giving to set up the story. This
is a great way to see the life of St. Nicolas!
Devotional:
Time: 20 minutes
Say:
There are great things we can learn from the
life of Saint Nicholas. We see how he
not only knew Jesus, he had a relationship with
him. That relationship changed how
he lived.
What are some of the things that Saint Nicholas
did that showed the love of Jesus?
Read James 1:22, 27
Say:
We are not only to hear God’s Word and
instruction, but put it in to place. One of
the ways that we can do that is by caring for
those who do not have their needs
met, children who need families and even the
elderly who need a friend. During the
Christmas season, we can show the love of Jesus
in so many ways. What are some
ways we can bless others in the next few days?
Take time to make a list of ways to bless others.
It can include a homemade gift,
an offer to babysit for a single mom, inviting a
widow over for dinner or even
sponsoring a child in poverty.

Read Isaiah 9:6 and Luke 2:4-7
Say:
Isaiah tells us some names that describe Jesus.
What are they?
Jesus came as a baby as we just read in Luke. He
wasn’t born in a castle, but was
surrounded by animals and his bed was a feeding
trough. But that baby, changed the
World. He is our counselor, our peace and He is
mighty to save. Jesus is the Savior
we all need and we get the privilege of showing
the love of Jesus to all we meet. Let’s
be a family that not only knows Jesus, but lives
each day for Him.
As a family, we can share the Good News of Jesus,
with Great Joy in our hearts, by giving to those
around us. Sometimes, it is giving to meet a need,
like Saint Nicolas did, but sometimes it is sharing
the Great News that the Savior has been born
and wants to set them free from sin. Who can you
think of that needs to hear the Good News of
Jesus?
Spend time writing down a list of people you can
pray for, reach out to and share the love of
Jesus in very practical ways, during the holiday
season. Post this where your family will see it
each day.
Pray:
Jesus, You are the Good News and we want to
share that you are the Savior of the World, to
all those around us. We ask for You to be with
the individuals who will receive our hygiene
packets and help them to know that You love
them. Help us to declare the Good News to those
around us. Amen.

Family Challenge:
Invite a family or individual into your home for
dinner, with the purpose of building a
relationship with them. Listen and look for ways
to share the Good News of Christ with them
during this holiday season and beyond.
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